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FOSTERING CATS AND DOGS 
 

 
 

 
Welcome to the AnimalSave foster program.  Fostering animals can be both challenging and rewarding.  
It is a great deal of responsibility.  It is also a way to directly save the lives of innocent animals. To help 
you in your efforts, we have outlined your responsibilities below: 
 
Foster Caregiver (Foster) Responsibilities: 
 
Fosters will be responsible for the general care and feeding of all AnimalSave animals placed in their 
care.  This will include, but is not limited to the following: 
 

A. ____Providing food and water.  Food will be provided and distributed by AnimalSave, unless 
other arrangements have been made in advance.  The animal must be fed on a regular basis.  If a 
specific diet or feeding routine has been recommended by AnimalSave or a veterinarian, this must 
be followed.  Young kittens and puppies may need around-the-clock feedings.  You will also be 
responsible for arranging care for the animal when you are out of town. 

 
B. ____Administration of oral or topical medications.  If medications are ordered by a 

veterinarian, AnimalSave will provide the medication.  However, the foster is required to 
administer it. Some medications must be administered around the clock, or with specific foods, or 
under very specific circumstances.  Instruction on medication administration will be provided to 
the foster. 

 
C. ____Contacting AnimalSave for medical help.  Veterinary care and related costs must be 

approved by AnimalSave in advance and will be paid by AnimalSave unless the medical need is 
due to your negligence.  Contact AnimalSave immediately if a medical need arises.  In case of an 
emergency, when no one from AnimalSave can be reached, please seek life-saving care ($500 
maximum) immediately while continuing to contact AnimalSave (see letter ‘o’ below). 

 
D. ____Providing grooming on a regular basis.  Long-haired dogs and cats need regular brushing 

and combing.  Cats and kittens need flea combing regularly.  Flea bathing or treating AnimalSave 
animals should only be done with AnimalSave’s approval.  Young kittens or puppies should 
NEVER be flea bathed or flea dipped.  Use a baby shampoo and a flea comb only to remove fleas 
on young animals. 

 
E. ____Providing regular exercise for animals in your care.  If you have a large dog and a small 

home, please plan to walk the dog on a leash daily. 
 
F. ____Keeping dogs in a fenced yard.  Dogs should only be allowed out of the yard on a leash and 

accompanied by you.  They must always wear a collar with current identification. 
 
G. ____Keeping cats as indoor animals.  Any outdoor activity must be approved by AnimalSave.     

Litter boxes and litter will be provided by AnimalSave. 
 
H. ____Seeking help for housebreaking and training.  Please talk to us if you find that the animal 

needs training, housebreaking, etc., to become adoptable.  AnimalSave can help you with these 
matters if needed.   
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I. ____Providing transportation to the animal in your care.  AnimalSave will pay for spay or 

neuter services.  However, we may need you to transport the animal to and from the veterinarian.  
We also ask you to provide transportation to our temporary adoption sites in the community where 
the animal will be shown to facilitate adoption.  You will not be required to stay there with the 
animal.  You may be asked to pick him/her up at a specified time. 

 
J. ____Allowing visitation-approved applicants in your home.  Some animals do not do well in 

group settings.  We may, at times, ask you to allow a potential, approved adopter to visit the 
animal in your home. 

 
K. ____Completing and signing a Foster Application and Agreement.  Your foster commitment 

may be as long as six months or as short as one day.  Your foster animal may be adopted out and 
returned to us later.  If that occurs, we may ask you to foster this animal again, since the animal is 
most familiar with you and your household.   

 
L. ____Bringing in foster animals for adoption, spay or neuter, or to adoption events.  Foster 

animals must be brought in for adoption within a reasonable time frame, as decided by 
AnimalSave.  Cats and kittens must be brought into the Cat Nap Adoption Room no later than one 
week after their spay or neuter surgeries, space permitting, as long as the animal is fully recovered 
and not exhibiting unhealthful symptoms (diarrhea, vomiting, runny nose, eyes, etc.).  If the 
animal is sick, you will be asked to keep the animal until it is well.  Please do not bring sick 
animals to the spay and neuter clinic, the cat adoption room, or to an adoption event.  
FYI:  AnimalSave practices early-age sterilization, and alters animals in heat or pregnant. 

 
M. ____Making other arrangements.   AnimalSave animals are solely AnimalSave’s.  You may not 

co-foster or give away an AnimalSave animal without our express approval.  All adoptions must 
be approved by AnimalSave.  If you cannot care for the animal, contact AnimalSave immediately, 
so that other arrangements can be made. 

 
N. ____Maintaining a safe environment.  Your home should be large enough to accommodate the 

animal you intend to foster.  You should have an area in which you can, at least temporarily, 
isolate the AnimalSave animal from your own.  Before you become a foster, you should be certain 
that your animals are up to date on all shots and that they have been spayed or neutered.  Your 
foster animal may have parasites (ringworm, tapeworm, hookworm, coccidiosis, giardiasis) and we 
cannot be responsible if this is transmitted to your pets.  We want all the animals to be safe, so 
please take precautions as you deem necessary.  We may visit your home to inspect the area you 
have available for the AnimalSave animal(s). 

 
a. AnimalSave foster homes are limited to the following number of foster animals at 

one time:  

i. 2 litters of  kittens (under 4 months old) to be kept separately, and 3 older 
kittens or adult cats 

ii. 1 litter of puppies under 4 months old, and 3 older puppies or adult dogs. 
 
O. ____Contacting AnimalSave.  When you receive your foster animal, you will be provided with 

the name and phone numbers of your primary contacts at AnimalSave.  Use these for all issues, 
including veterinary care relating to your foster animal. 
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P. ____Completing a biography.  Please be observant of your AnimalSave animal’s habits, likes 
and dislikes. We need to know as much as possible so that we can find just the right home for your 
foster animal Notice how s/he gets along with people of all ages, any animals s/he may live with or 
encounter, whether s/he is a “touchy-feely” or “hands off” type, indoor or outdoor lover, quiet or 
talkative.  You will be asked to fill out a cat or dog biography so we will be able to match your 
foster animal with that perfect home. 

 
Q. ____Providing loving care.  As a foster caregiver you have taken on a “labor of love” in 

providing needed care until a permanent home can be found.  Your kindness and attention to the 
animal will help facilitate adoption and is much appreciated by your foster animal as well as by 
AnimalSave.   

 
 
Note:  Know that you have given each animal you take care of a chance for a new, loving home.  
We appreciate your donation of time and your concern for the animals.  Thank you. 


